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SaturdayjOct. 7 

° 9ar Roser: 

I have been meaning to write to you ever 
since the ANA in August. I wanted to thank 
you for showing me some of the ’'ropes TT in 
half cent collecting. I think X learned more 
in three days from you and Ray MundJ about half 
cents than I learned in all my days of half 
cent collecting. 

The ANA convention was good for me from 
the standpoint of acquiring half cents also. 

I am real happy with the coins that I nicked 
up. I have reached the half way point - 
I have 1|8 different half cent varieties. 


I can tell from your Price List #1 that 
you may have ended up buying Ray’s collection. 
I think I remember seeing several of the coins 
on your list. In regard to your list, I wish 
I had a few thousand to spend. Your list 
must be the greatest offering of half cents 
ever. It is certainly the best I’ve seen. 


There are about 30 coins on the list that 
I could use but for now I’ll have to limit 
myself to two. (Actually it is my bank account 
that is doing the limiting.) The two coins 
I’d like you to send me are the 1795 CMM #1^ 

EF-40 and the 1805 CMN #1, Unc-60. I’m especially 
looking forward to that 1795. I have a nice VF 
#6a but I’ve been looking forward to44ettered- 
edge ’95. 


coins. 


I’m anxiously awaiting the arrival of the 




Check enclosed 






John Cogan 

288i| Twin Brooks D®. NS 
Apt. 3 

Atlanta, Ga., 30319 
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From the desk of 

JULES REIVER 

«(<o/-7Z- 
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Promise yourself — 

To be just as enthusiastic about the success of others as you 
are about your own. 

—Excerpt from the Optimist Creed 



RAYMOND CHATHAM, LAWSON, MO. 64062 TEL. 816-296-3548 


Dear Roger: 

If you have any nice VF clean cents which you would like 
to build up to Condition Census, please send me a list, I 
am having to locate coins for a "reference set" for Mrs, 
Paschal in order to pry loose her "2nd or 3rd finest known". 

Up to now I have located only about 46 coins and have some 
200 to go. Of course the collector who comes up with the 
duplicate, gets first chance at hers. The above does not 
apply to the rarities where she will accept a nice clean 
VG as replacement, I am currently trying to run down a 
VF S-8 and same S-2, I had an S-8 which is fairpy common 
but sold it to Robinson Brown and he won't give it up. 

I hope we can work out a deal on the Half Cents, The prices 
seem fine to me with two exceptions and I won't kick about 
R6 and R7 coins. You have the 1809, CMM 1 priced at 15 times 
the Fine Red Book listing and the coin looks only VG10 at 
best to me. I cannot see the crack with a glass, just hints 
of it, and I think cracks ought to show on cents graded F12, 
This does not always hold for Half Cents. You have the 1804 
CHI'! #4 priced at 8 X the VG listing. I know it is hard to 
compare two different heads, but I think the 1804 is as good 
if not better than the 1809, I don't mind paying the price 
for the R7, but I am worried about when it will become R6. 

What is your count now on Dick Picker*s find? 

About the trades: any you cannot stand, you can return but 
you will have to give me time to sell the coins. I will pay 
you as I sell each one of them. According to the listings 
in estimates of current auctions: Kreisberg, Stack, Merkin, 
American Auction, I got some bargains from Del Bland, unless 
they actually sell at less than 50$ of estimates. You will 
have to be the judge whether I am giving you too good a deal 
or whether it's much too little. I simply don't know the Half 
Cent market at all. 

If the S-121 and 259 are not sold I will forward on for your 
inspection. One cent was not listed because it said on env. 
"Dorothy P. has 1st choice". She is returning the S-123 to me 
and if you need this one, I can send it on. I think it is 
F12 and a very good price on it. She is trying to get at least 
VF25 for her MS60 S123. 

Sincerely, 


Ray 


Rarv Chatham . Lawson, Ko. 64062 

Hello, Collectors! Picked up the following on the way home. Was astonished to learn that 
a Mint State, Late Date, medium common variety, sold for £1400 recently and am beginning 
to wonder about the prices for these rare EAC's. This remark to prepare you for future 
listings of Sheldons graded 55-65. The good Doctor will decry such inflation. 
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S-96 

S-99 

s-103 

Srl‘17 


1797 (Vl21 
S-124 


S-134 



S-I36 

S-140 


S-141 

1798 

S-145 


S-146 

S-157 

S-162 


S-I63 


S-166 


S-168 

S-173 

1802 

S-232 

1803 

0x259 


s-264 

1808 

S-279 

1810/ 

S-281 

1796 

S-91 

1814 

S-295 


275 


275 . 
175 A 


595 


350 

75 


04/6, CC, two in ANS, How many can own one? $295 

#6 in Penny Whimsy, from Breen 1955 s very scarce. 125 

The scarcer-LIBERTY, also #6 in P. W., amazingly free of usual 
abrasions'for grade about VF 

Reduced to R5 in the new list but still no example rumored above 
F15, Consequently this cent is within 4 points of being FINEST. 

It has the sharpness . Down-graded for a dent left of LIBERTY. 

Best of the 12's and would certainly cause an argument with a 15 
at Whist. LANA 1955. Rare crack at RTY. (without dent $600) 

Beautiful cent, very sharp, top color, about EF and probably in cc 
Pictured in SAC,"Best Obverse Seen", Newcomb lot 142, 1945. Has 
couple reverse digs but still high cc. Another within 3 points 
of being first or second finest known 

This cent has to be very close to finest known. Traces of mint 
red lining the profile and around the "period" (making it look 
like a small star), worthy of any collection. Altho under glass 
the sharpness is about EF, the color surface are superb. On fir; 
sight it "hit me in the eye", because it looks Au55 
VF 20 and a nice one because "graded by WHS" Keniou 1957 
Tied for 5th and 6th in cc, "Au 50 WIIS," Late State, amost per- ^» 

feet color and surface. (j250^/ 

Hines to Dr, Sheldon, Paschal, graded VF+. It has VF30 sharpness 
in most features and simply cannot be as low as 15. 250 

Garrabrant to Hines 1922, Downing to WHS, one of two Au50's, 
unexcelled ( I guess graded 45 in PW) - 475 

"Rusty die, State A, cc". Has one rim dent right obs. very scarce 150 
Dupont sale, Stack's 9-24-54, F15. 

From Downing to D. Smith, almost EF sharpness and excellent color 
(I guess VF25 in PW but looks 30 bo me) 

"One of finest and cleanest seen", ANA 1958, F15 and CC, a 3rd 
cent on this list only a few points from Finest 
Sawicki collection (Stack's 2-27-54), Except for a peculiar very 
§h§ll©w line in field* a aUaehet d§fest, thi§ gent = AU57I 
VF25 Ho discernible nics, dents or scratches 
VF25 Same as above 

Faded mint color to mod, bra, "WHS grades 50/55" CC (Date Coll.) 195 
Proskey-Hines, Sheldon, Paschal, 3rd Finest by quite a margin 3°° 

Lot 54, Lerkin 9-25-70 Very Pr3 SEND BIDS 

Lohr collection (Stack's 10-24-56) another nice VF and TYPE 95 

VF and even better than abve " " 95 

"last of the Caps,end of an era", Mathewson Collection, This one 
has a proof-like surface and a beautiful patina, strong E3* looks AU $400 
Last of the Sheldons and in great demand in this condition. 

Graded "UNC55" (Ithink it's undergraded) More mint red than brown 
double profile, and a cent worthy of ANY collection, I sold one 
sharper slightly at $450 but this one is prettier and I would 
prefer it in my collection * 400. 

There is an Adv. in Penny Wise, Nov. 15th. PLEASE,for me,state which you are 
sending an order from: Private mailing or AD and Thanks! 


55 

150 

225 
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William R. T. Smith 
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UNITED STATES HALF CENTS 
AND LARGE CENTS 
1793-1857 


MEMBER ANA, EAC 


William R. T. Smith 

P. O. BOX 514 
WILMETTE, ILLINPIS 60091 
312-256-2714 
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